
Strengthening and Improving
Medicare

For the first time ever, seniors have access to 
affordable prescription drugs through the drug card 
and the drug benefit (2006).
• Senate Republicans provided a prescription drug benefit 

and are working to strengthen the quality of Medicare for 
future generations.

• The Medicare-approved drug card is a good, first step to 
delivering much-needed discounts on high cost drugs, 
especially for America’s 12 million low-income seniors 
who need the most help.

• These discount cards will provide financial relief to those 
without drug coverage in the short-term, while the full 
drug benefit starting in January 2006 will help Medicare 
deliver higher quality care to America’s seniors in the 
long-run.

Millions of eligible seniors and people with disabilities 
can enjoy savings and their prescription drugs today.
• According to CMS and a number of independent studies, 

the Medicare-approved discount cards can save seniors 
up to 20% off brand-name drugs, 40% off generics, and 
as much as 60% off mail-order drugs.  

• And when you include the additional $600 drug credit for 
seniors receiving less than $1,100 in their monthly Social 
Security check, savings can be even larger.

• Low-income seniors struggling with high drug costs are 
getting a $600 credit to help pay for prescription drugs.

 • More than 1,250,000 beneficiaries have received the  
 low-income assistance on the drug card.

 • 1,800,000 beneficiaries will be receiving cards in the  
 mail through the facilitated enrollment plan.

 • 4,700,000 low-income beneficiaries are estimated to  
 sign up by December 2005.

 • Over 7 million beneficiaries qualify for the $600  
 credit.

The Medicare-approved drug discount cards are just 
the beginning of savings for seniors.
• In 2006, seniors without coverage will be able to join a 

Medicare-approved plan that will cut their yearly drug 
costs roughly in half, in exchange for a monthly premium 
of about $35.

• The new law will help make retiree health benefits more 
secure by providing federal subsidies to maintain and 
improve this coverage.

• Seniors will also be able to choose the health care plan 
that best fits their needs-instead of having a one size fits 
all plan dictated by the government.

Source: Senate Republican Conference, White House 
Communications, CMS

Better Benefits, 
More Choices

The Senate-passed Medicare Modernization 
Act expands a number of preventive services 
available to seniors, effective January 1, 2005.

INITIAL PHYSICAL EXAM
• Senate Republicans have ensured that seniors 

and disabled Americans will have access to 
better quality care by providing an initial 
“Welcome to Medicare” preventive physical 
examination for all newly enrolled Medicare 
beneficiaries.

• This new benefit can help screen seniors for 
many illnesses and conditions such as diabetes, 
heart disease, and asthma, that if caught early, 
can be treated and managed, and can result in 
far fewer serious health consequences.

HEART DISEASE SCREENING
• Senate Republicans have ensured that seniors 

have access to a cardiovascular-screening test 
for early detection of heart disease.

• This new benefit will help at-risk seniors find 
out about their cholesterol levels and other lipid 
or triglyceride levels so that they can treat and 
manage their condition much earlier.

DIABETES SCREENING
• Senate Republicans are also helping improve 

seniors’ lives by covering diabetes-screening 
tests for seniors at risk for diabetes.

• Not only will this new benefit save lives, it will 
also improve seniors’ quality of life by treating 
the condition earlier, before it results in more 
severe health problems.

Source: Senate Republican Conference, Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services


